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Prize at the University of Bedfordshire.

| was honoured to be appointed President of
BBHSCA at the AGM in May 2026. If | look
back even 5 years ago, it was an unlikely turn
of events.

Rewinding my journey to qualification, the
single word that comes to mind is resilience.
Without it, | would not be in this role at all.

Since moving to Bedfordshire in 2012, my
contact with BBHSCA had been through
receiving emails from the now retired Kim
Shield about events and activities and a copy
of Livewire which | scanned through every now and then! Up until March 2022,
| was working such crazy hours, there was hardly any time to volunteer.

Simba Mareverwa:

This pattern changed when | left my role in London, where | had qualified,
and joined a start-up tax advisory firm as the only qualified individual. The
‘professional loneliness’ became very apparent at the time when another
Kim Shield email invited members to an EGM. In my excitement to meet
like-minded people, | simply attended with no idea what was in store for me
and everyone in attendance. The EGM was the dramatic and emotive vote
to decide whether BBHSCA was to become independent or be folded into
the ICAEW’s proposed structure of local networks. Though one could cut the
tension in the air, | was surprisingly not deterred from returning!

Since | was convinced by Past President, Lucy Ghawss, to attend a ManCom
meeting, | have not looked back.

Aside from the wonderful annual dinners at Sopwell House | have attended
since 2022, | have been amazed by the camaraderie shown by members,
which is exactly what | was seeking — a sense of belonging.

The last four years have been a rollercoaster regarding the working
relationship with the ICAEW following the vote for BBHSCA to become
independent. | can safely say the appointment of ICAEW Chief Membership
Officer, Louise Coleman, has resulted in a refreshed relationship. ICAEW are
hosting an event in collaboration with BBHSCA in November 2026 courtesy
of this reset in the relationship between BBHSCA and ICAEW. Member focus
seems to be driving engagement, which is one of the reasons | volunteered,
with a bottom-up review of the effectiveness of member engagement being
currently underway at ICAEW. Expect more collaborations in future!

We have continued to collaborate with the other three independent District
Societies, which has resulted in a consistent grant offer from ICAEW to all
three independent District Societies for the next two years.

BBHSCA can only grow its membership if members give their consent to join.
If you are not a BBHSCA member and you would like to join, e-mail Kate Binks
(kate.binks@bbhsca.org).

Having attended the Herts Law Society Dinner, the St Albans Chamber

of Commerce Summer Party, the graduation ceremonies of our local
universities and hosted the Young Member’s BBQ, as BBH President, | look
forward to meeting you at one of our many future events (shown on page 7)
to share the impact BBHSCA is having in the three counties. Please save

15 April 2027 for the Annual Dinner at Sopwell House, St Albans. It’s a good
chance to network with fellow professionals and dress up, if you wish. It's
also a good opportunity to promote a business, as sponsorship opportunities
are still available.

Simba Mareverwa
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BBHSCA Celebrates 57th AGM

BBHSCA members gathered at Rothamsted Conference
Centre in Harpenden on Monday 11 May 2026 for the
Society's 57th Annual General Meeting.

Outgoing President Andrew Mead opened proceedings by
looking back on the milestones and achievements of his
tenure, before the meeting moved onto formal business: the
election of the Management Committee and the Treasurer's
presentation of the 2025 financial statements.

The highlight of the evening was the investiture of Simba
Mareverwa as the Society's new President for 2026/27,

with Andrew Mead stepping into the role of Immediate Past
President and Ben Brophy taking up the position of Deputy
President. The Vice President role remains vacant and open to
any interested parties; please contact officers@bbhsca.org.uk
for more details.

In his address, Simba set out his priorities for the year:
delivering operational efficiency across the Society's

core programmes, boosting membership engagement —
particularly through LinkedIn and closer ties with ICAEW's
Chief Membership Officer — strengthening collaboration
with fellow Independent District Societies and building

a sustainable model for BBH through partnerships and
sponsorship.

The formal business gave way to a topical panel discussion,
chaired by the new President, on ‘Navigating the Next
Generation of Accountancy: How Al is Redefining Skills and
Recruitment’. Panelists Fareed Idris (Kreoh), Ben Brophy
(BAA Group), Jamie Wooldridge (Mercer & Hole) and Darren
Jordan (Moore Kingston Smith) explored how Al is reshaping
the profession, agreeing that curiosity, critical thinking,
specialism, context and adaptability will define tomorrow's
most successful accountants.

The evening closed with a networking reception, where
members continued the conversation over drinks and
canapés.

BBHSCA Presidents past (right), present (centre) and future (left).

- AGM

‘Time flies when you are having fun’
Derek Blair reflects on his time as ICAEW President

‘Time flies when you are having fun’,
| suggested to my long-suffering
business partner the other day.

David pointed out that our
experiences over the last 12 months
might have varied.

While David has been holding the fort
at Pinkham Blair, I’'ve been fortunate
enough to have spent the last year
meeting Chartered Accountants across the globe from Newcastle
to Hong Kong.

| began my term as ICAEW’s 121st President on 4 June 2025.
It has involved tens of thousands of miles of travel, thousands of
handshakes and selfies, and hundreds of conversations.

Institute staff have become experienced at offering wardrobe
advice when I've quietly asked ‘do you think this is a blue jeans,
brown jeans or black jeans event?’.

From Belfast to Kuala Lumpur, the technical topics changed,
but the fundamental questions remained the same. How do we
build trust? How do we guide people through complexity? How
do we help our members remain relevant in a rapidly changing
technological landscape?

In some countries, sustainability has become the dominant
concern. In other places the impact of Al, the attractiveness of the
profession (especially retaining people in senior audit roles), and
geopolitics and global instability in yet another. Somehow or other
we are all concerned about broadly the same things.

As President, you become a magnet for every member who would
like to nudge the direction of the Institute onto a slightly different
course, and part of the job is to listen attentively and to carry that
feedback back to Chartered Accountants Hall and to share it with
the Board, Council and relevant members of staff.

A lasting impression | gained was the immense pride our
members feel in belonging to ICAEW. I've heard the phrase that
‘admiration increases with distance’ and to a certain extent | can
see what people mean by that — in some countries pretty much
everyone demanded a selfie. In BBH, we are possibly a bit more
reserved than elsewhere.

What struck me everywhere was the importance of what our
members do in each of their communities. The contributions
they make in every field of economic and social activity is
phenomenal. And they are often the glue that keeps things going
through periods of uncertainty.

It has been a privilege to serve.

I’m looking forward to following Caroline Smale’s (122nd)
Presidential journey over the forthcoming year on LinkedIn.
Please show her your support whenever you meet her (and ask
for a selfie!).
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; 4 Events, Forums & Grg

BBHSCA Annual Dinner 2026

On Thursday 19 March 2026, BBH President Andrew
Mead welcomed guests at Sopwell House in St Albans for
the BBHSCA President’s Dinner. This black-tie evening
brought together the BBHSCA community in a relaxed yet
prestigious setting.

Hosted by BBHSCA President Andrew Mead, the evening
featured an inspiring address from Lucy Lewis, whose
experiences as the first female Bomb Disposal Officer in the
Royal Engineers offered interesting and humorous insights
into her varied career.

ICAEW Local Network Chairs from Liverpool and Sheffield
and Presidents from the South-East and the Thames Valley
District Societies attended to give UK-wide representation.

We were pleased that local member and ICAEW President
Derek Blair joined us and spoke about the national
economic importance of the accounting profession and the
role of micro communities within the profession.

The event was well supported by a cross-section of
businesses, including Moore Kingston Smith, Mercer &
Hole, Rayner Essex, Santander and Innofund.

Immediate Past President of BBHSCA, Andrew Mead MCs the evening.

SAVE THE DATE 15 APRIL 2027

In 2027 the BBH Annual Dinner will be held a month later
than usual on Thursday 15 April so please save the date! The
evening will be a ‘black-tie preferred’ event and will be held
once again at the gorgeous Sopwell House in St Albans and
hosted by our current President Simba Mareverwa.

The evening includes a drinks reception on arrival, a three-
course meal and a soon-to-be announced guest speaker.
The evening is open to all, so please bring your colleagues
and business contacts.

Summer BBQ 2026: A Perfect Day
for Reconnecting

Ben Brophy, BBHSCA Deputy President, reports on this
summer’s social event

Each summer, BBHSCA members come together for our
annual summer BBQ. This year the stars aligned for a
perfect summer's day, with the temperature mercifully
lower than recent heatwaves. Sunglasses were paired with
complimentary drinks for networking, and a talk from guest
speaker and ICAEW immediate past president Derek Blair.

Derek shared words of wisdom looking towards the next
generation of accountants, along with stories of trips
abroad to meet the worldwide ICAEW network, including
an invitation to see the Pope as part of a delegation of
international accountants.

We were joined not just by members from the area, but by
members of the student society and the Hertfordshire Law
Society, which added to the overall event at a stunning
location.

In a moment where Al advancements dominate the
conversation, being able to connect with peers really
brought out the importance of people, relationships, and
belonging to a wider community.

The BBQ hit the spot, even if it put my own barbecuing
ability in doubt. Here's to next year!

We look forward to welcoming you.

BBHSCA Quiz Reports

Last year for the first time, we ran two quizzes, introducing
a new venue in the Milton Keynes area at Bletchley Rugby
Club to accompany our established base at Old Albanians
Sports Club. Both evenings were successful, so we’re doing
it again this year, with the St Albans quiz taking place on
22 October 2026 and the Milton Keynes quiz a few weeks
later, on 12 November 2026, both at the same venues as
last year.

The venues are open from 6.30pm, with intended start
times of 7.00pm, and a break midway through the evening
for a hot buffet supper, giving an opportunity for networking
and complaining about the quiz master! Once hostilities
are resumed, we carry on through to final marking and
awarding of prizes to those most and least successful.

Some keen quizzers attended both quizzes last year and
reflected that the Milton Keynes quiz was the more difficult
of the two, although, as with all general knowledge quizzes,
it depends on what you know and how the questions fall.
However, the quiz master has promised to make the quizzes
of a similar standard this year, so why not come along to
both and judge whether that objective is achieved?
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BBH in the Community & Elsewhere

Accountants in Business Conference 2026:
Your Essential Finance Update

The pace of change in business, regulation and technology continues to
accelerate, making it more important than ever for finance professionals to stay
informed, connected and ahead of the curve. Join us on 15 October 2026 at
the Fielder Centre, Hatfield Business Park, for our Accountants in Business
Conference 2026; a comprehensive one-day event designed specifically for
finance professionals working in industry.

This engaging conference brings together leading experts to provide practical
updates on the key areas that matter most to today's finance teams. The
programme features specialist sessions covering tax, financial reporting,
employment law, the UK economic outlook, artificial intelligence, and staff
retention and reward. Whether you are a Finance Director, Financial Controller,
Management Accountant or aspiring finance leader, you will gain valuable
insights that can be applied immediately within your organisation.

Highlights include a timely Tax Update from the team at Rayner Essex, an
expert Financial Reporting Update from Andrew Mead, and an overview of

the Employment Rights Act from Taylor Walton. Delegates will also hear from
Giles Andrews, Senior Economist at Santander UK, on the economic landscape
affecting businesses, while Ben Brophy of APEN Solutions explores the
opportunities and realities of Al through the accounting maturity curve.

Beyond the presentations, the conference offers excellent opportunities to
network with fellow professionals, exchange ideas and seek advice from experts.
Every delegate will receive a pack of practical resources and guidance to support
their role long after the event.

Registration opens at 8:30am, with the conference running from 9:00am to 5:00pm.
We look forward to welcoming you to a day of insight, learning and professional
connection.

Rise

Rise is a UK-wide initiative aimed at offering students, aged between 11 and 16
from low socio-economic backgrounds, an opportunity to participate with each
other and gain skills for the workplace. It is supported by the ICAEW and a number
of accountancy firms and other businesses. Employers provide staff members to
participate in workshops with students, facilitated by The Talent Foundry, a charity
dedicated to improving social mobility across education and business. No firm or
business is too small and commitments to the initiative are formulated to allow all
employers to provide support within their means.

Students are taken through a series of business-related case studies and are asked
to problem solve as though they are involved in those businesses. The participants
from business support students in their problem-solving discussions and suggest
ways in which dealing with issues can be approached. It’s very much a coaching role
and the consideration of a problem is far more important than arriving at an answer.
The workshops expose the young people to the types of issues that businesses have
to deal with and provide participating staff members with the opportunity to hone
their coaching skills.

If you want to find out more about Rise and what it entails, further details are at
https://rise-initiative.co.uk/partner-with-us/.

| Remember Clifford

Jazz fans amongst our readers will
recognise the title as Benny Golson’s
lament to the passing of Clifford Brown
and it was with great sadness that we
heard about the passing of BBHSCA'’s
own Clifford, Clifford Bygrave, in July.

Clifford was Mr BBH, having been
at the Society’s inaugural meeting
in 1969 and having been President
a record four times, and serving as
a BBH representative on the ICAEW
Council for over 20 years.

Outside of a long career in the
profession, involving firms’ names that
have long passed from currency —
who recalls Hillier, Hills, Frary & Co or
Arthur Young McCelland Moores & Co?
— he was a serial volunteer. Beyond
BBHSCA, he worked with The Boys
Brigade, the Neville Trust, the Luton &
Dunstable Hospital and the hospital’s
charity, and The Worshipful Company
of Chartered Accountants in England
and Wales to name but a few.

Within the ICAEW he served on many
committees, displaying a keen interest
in education and training, in ethics, in
financial services and in regulation,
alongside being a member of the

Tax Faculty. Keeping abreast of the
changes in the profession, as well as
the changes in UK taxation over the
past sixty years or so must have been
exhausting!

Talking to current volunteers,

Clifford is remembered as a wise,
helpful and always interested

source of knowledge, especially
about BBHSCA'’s precedents and
procedures, imparting guidance in

a kindly, but firm way. We will never
see his like again and our thoughts
go out to his family and close friends.
Whilst we regret his death, we should
also celebrate a life well-lived and

his tremendous achievements and
remember the twinkle in his eye as he
greeted you.
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BBHSCA Retired Members
Christmas Lunch 2026
Bookings Now Open

Our Retired Members' final event
of the year promises to be a festive
highlight not to be missed — a two-
course Christmas lunch complete
with a captivating guest speaker at
Aldwickbury Park Golf Club.

Guests will be welcomed at 12:30 for
a 13:00 start and will be treated to a
festive main meal and dessert.

Following dessert, we are delighted to
welcome guest speaker Paul Barwick,
who will share the extraordinary
true story of Nancy Wake, ‘The
White Mouse’ — one of the Special
Operations Executive’s most
successful secret agents during
World War 2. Living daily with the
threat of capture by the Gestapo,
Wake's remarkable courage and
unshakeable resolve saw her become
one of the most decorated Allied
agents of the war.

Paul will trace her journey from
humble beginnings to becoming
the Nazis’ most wanted female spy,
exploring a life lived fearlessly in the
fight against injustice.

Tickets are £40 per person (inc. VAT),
covering a two-course lunch, mince
pies and tea/coffee.

Places are limited, so early booking
is strongly recommended to avoid
disappointment. We look forward to
celebrating the season with you.

Royal Opera House

Our Retired Members’ trip to the
Royal Opera House and Ballet on

29 April 2026 was a resounding
success, welcoming 22 guests for

a memorable behind-the-scenes
experience. Attendees enjoyed
uncovering the building’s fascinating
history, gaining a rare glimpse into
one of London's most iconic cultural
institutions. A wonderful afternoon
was had by all — our thanks to
everyone who joined us.

BBHSCA WAGS
Celebrating Connection
and Confidence

Over the past year, BBH WAGS
(Women'’s Accountancy Group), part
of the Beds, Bucks & Herts Society of
Chartered Accountants (BBHSCA),
has continued to bring women across
the profession together to connect,
share experiences and celebrate
each other.

To mark International Women'’s

Day, we enjoyed a wonderful Style &
Confidence evening at Jigsaw with
Margarita Salomd, exploring body
positivity, personal style and building
confidence both personally and
professionally.

We also continued our annual tour

of Hertfordshire’s tea rooms, most
recently with a lovely afternoon tea at
Sopwell House — an afternoon of great
food, laughter and catching up.

With our annual Christmas lunch still to

come, it’s been another brilliant year
of creating opportunities for women
in accountancy to connect, support
one another and celebrate their
achievements.

Thank you to everyone who has joined
us and helped make WAGS so special!

If you would like to find out more about

the group, contact Kate Binks —
kate.binks@bbhsca.org.uk.

BBH WAGs enjoying afternoon tea at Sopwell House.

Council Corner

Once again, BBHSCA has the honour
of having one of its representatives on
the ICAEW Council chair the assembly.
From June 2026 Julian Daly is Chair

of the ICAEW Council. The position is
held for one year and can be for up to
three years. Derek Blair, the immediate
past president of the ICAEW, was Chair
of Council at the start of the current
decade. Julian’s first meeting in post
was in June and it's clear that he is
bringing his own approach to the role.

The BBHSCA district has three
representatives on the ICAEW Council
and two of these positions will be

up for election next year. Of the two
current incumbents, Andrew Mead
has indicated he will stand for re-
election, but John Sheehan will be
stepping down, so there will be at
least one new member of Council
representing the district. Nominations
take place in November this year, with
voting in 2027. If you are interested in
standing for Council and want to find
out more, one of the existing Council
members — Andrew Mead, Julian Daly
and John Sheehan — will be happy

to talk to you about what'’s involved.

It is an opportunity to help shape the
profession and to understand the
ICAEW better.
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BBHSCA 2026 CPD Courses & Events Programme

OCTOBER

Friday2 14:00

Digital Accountants Club
Zoom

Book online

Tuesday 13 10:10
Retired Members Houses of
Parliament Tour

Houses of Parliament

Book online

Wednesday 14 09:30
Property tax

Jeremy Mindell

18/26

Welwyn Garden City
Book online

Wednesday 14 14:00
Anti-money laundering
John Selwood

19/26

Welwyn Garden City
Book online

Thursday 15 Full day
Accountants in Business
Conference

Various speakers

Fielder Centre, Hatfield
Book online

Thursday 22 18:30

St Albans Quiz

Old Albanians Sports Club
Book online

NOVEMBER

Tuesday 3 18:00
ICAEW East of England:
Inspiring future leaders
Watford Palace Theatre
Book online

Wednesday4 18:45
Discussion Group:
Understanding Wills

Alison Voyce, Taylor Walton
Old Albanians Sports Club
Book online

Friday6 14:00

Digital Accountants Club
Zoom

Book online

Wednesday 11  09:30
Tax update

Emma Rawson

16/26

Luton

Book online

Wednesday 11  14:00
Financial reporting update
Peter Herbert

17/26

Luton

Book online

Thursday 12 18:30
Milton Keynes Quiz
Bletchley Rugby Club

Book online

What’s On

Thursday 12

Younger members evening
with Herts Junior Lawyers
Book online

DECEMBER

Friday4 14:00
Digital Accountants Club

Zoom
Wednesday 18 18:45 Book online
Discussion Group:
Practice assurance — What
to look out for Dean Neaves,
ICAEW
Old Albanians Sports Club
Book online JUST FOR FUN QUIZ
Tuesday 24 09:30
Auditing update o Who will be
Julia Penny talking about the
21/26 Employment Rights
Welwyn Garden City Act?
Book online

Who is ICAEW's
Chief Membership
Officer?

Tuesday 24 14:00

How to run the most tax
efficient business ... ever.
Nichola Ross Martin
22/26 Who had a close
Welwyn Garden City encounter with

(7
©
Book online NYK Line?
(4
(5

Thursday 26 12:30

Retired Members Christmas When is the 2027

Lunch B!BHSCA Annual
Paul Barwick Dinner?
Aldwickbury Park Golf Club

Book online When did Simba

Mareverwa move to
Bedfordshire?

Life Away from Accounting

Accountancy can be all-consuming.
But talk to our members and it's clear
there's a lot more going on away from
the day job.

We spoke to Ben Brophy, who runs
his own accountancy practice and is
also one of a small number of people
to have swum the English Channel.

Channel swimming demands years
of cold-water training, studying of
tide charts and nutrition planning
to the hour. Then, when the
weather window opens, a decision
is made with only hours' notice:

go now or wait and hope another
chance comes.

What followed was 15 hours and

52 minutes of non-stop swimming,
equipped with nothing more than a
swim hat, goggles and shorts. Ben
passed through one of the busiest
shipping lanes in the world, dealt with
jellyfish and got no let-up from the
British weather.

Swimming is Ben's outlet, but it’s
clear that some of the life skills, like
dedication and discipline, learned in
the water transfer across to his day job.

We love hearing what our members
get up to beyond the numbers. Have
you something worth sharing? If so,
we'd like to hear about it.
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: 8 Key Contacts

Useful links
Our CPD course brochure can be found at bbhsca.org.uk

BBH homepage
bbhsca.org.uk

To receive details of courses please email kate.binks@bbhsca.org.uk or

Click here to join our mailing list. _:I,R

BBH LinkedIn Group
www.linkedin.com/groups/4197272/

President Simba Mareverwa
E simba@innofund.uk .
T +44 (0)7587 327261 BBH Linkedin Page
. https://www.linkedin.com/company/
i oL e Bz sl bbhsca/?viewAsMember=true
E ben@baagroup.co.uk
T +44 (0)7932 900166
Vice President TBC
Treasurer Philip Dean
E philipdean@hicks.co.uk
T +44 (0)1582 463 575
Honorary Secretary Salman Magbool

E salman@adamaccountingservicesltd.com
T +44 (0)7968 163971

Belonging & Supporting Lead Lucy Ghawss
E lucy.ghawss@rayneressex.com
T +44 (0)1727 833 222

CPD Courses & Conferences Lead Andrew Mead
E andrew@andmeconsulting.co.uk
T +44 (0)7879 638 068

Education & Training Lead John Sheehan
E johnsheehan@tc-group.com
T +44 (0)1462 687 333

Women’s Accounting Group Lucy Ghawss
(WAGS) Lead E lucy.ghawss@rayneressex.com
T +44 (0)1727 833 222

Business Members’ Activities Lead Paul Hingston
E Paul_hingston@hotmail.com

Retired Members’ Lead Stephen Clarke
E stephen.clarke2000@btinternet.com STOP PRESS ) ) )
THE BBHSCA Mentoring Scheme is expanding
Younger Members’ Lead Amy Longden to cover students from the University of
E amy.longden@rayeressex.com Bedfordshire. Consequently, we are looking for

more mentors. If you are interested or wish to

ICAEW Council Members Jul|ar1 Daly ) find out more, please contact our Education &
E Julian.Daly@OlimProperty.co.uk Training sub-committee chair, John Sheehan
T +44 (0)7775 657 200 — johnsheehan@tc-group.com or Kate Binks —
Andrew Mead kate.binks@bbhsca.org.uk.
E andrew@andmeconsulting.co.uk
T +44 (0)7879 638 068
John Sheehan

E johnsheehan@tc-group.com
T-+44 (0)1462 687 333 @ SO
BBH Event Co-ordinators Kate Binks @ Y xS ¢

E kate.binks@bbhsca.org.uk o° <
&;*
Nina Randall Q>° &

E nina.randall@bbhsca.org.uk

Cover photo: ©Ede & Ravenscroft.
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